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County Population Change, 2015-2025

Growth concentrated in western and south-central Montana

10-year population change, 2015-2025
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Montana’s population grew by 11% between 2015-2025, with a net increase of an estimated 113,200
residents, bringing the state’s population to 1.14 million. However, population estimates produced by the
U.S. Census Bureau indicate that growth was unevenly distributed across the state’s 56 counties.

Generally, growth was concentrated in western and south-central Montana, with many north-central and
eastern Montana counties seeing nearly flat or declining population trends.

Flathead County, including Kalispell, added about 19,500 people for 20% growth over the decade. Gallatin
County, including Bozeman, added about 27,700 for a 27% increase.

In percentage terms, however, the state’s fastest-growing county over the 2015-2025 decade was
Broadwater County, between Helena and Bozeman, which added about 2,800 people for a 49% increase.

More analysis on the state’s demographic picture is available on the Legislative Fiscal Division website and
in Montana's Changing Demographics: 2026 Update, a report presented to the legislature's Modernization
and Risk Analysis (MARA) Committee on February 25, 2026.
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