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U.S. Department of Transportation
Docket No. DOT-0ST-2025-0468
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE
Washington, DC 20590

To the Honorable Secretary Duffy,

The Transportation Interim Committee of the 69" Montana Legislature writes to urge the Department to
prioritize reducing wildlife-vehicle collisions and by connecting wildlife habitats across roadways. This letter is
prompted in part by the recission of $63 million of the previously awarded $75 million 2023 Neighborhood
Access and Equity grant funds awarded to the Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes (CSKT) on August 6, 2025
(1). Consequently, the US 93 Ninepipe Eagle Pass Trail project will be scaled down to only include the Eagle Pass
Trail section (2).

Each year, wildlife-vehicle collisions cause over 200 human deaths, 26,000 injuries, $10 billion in costs, and
millions of animal deaths nationwide (3). Fortunately, research has shown that well-designed and well-sited
wildlife crossings, combined with fencing, can reduce collisions by up to 97% (4). Construction of crossings can
create jobs, boost local economies, and increase private donor investment (5). By supporting the preservation of
wildlife populations, crossings also support the preservation of hunting, fishing, and wildlife-watching
opportunities that matter deeply to Montanans.

Since 2020, 16 states have considered or enacted legislation to identify, prioritize, and construct wildlife
crossings where they are needed most (). The 69" Montana Legislature passed HB 855 (Zolnikov) to establish a
specialty license plate and utilize the proceeds to fund big game and wildlife highway crossings and
accommodations (7). When the current infrastructure law created and funded the $350 million Wildlife
Crossings Pilot Program (WCPP), states saw the largest increase of introduced and passed wildlife crossing-
related legislation and appropriations (8).

We submit this bipartisan letter in support of the following policies and programs that will help Montana reduce
dangerous and costly wildlife-vehicle collisions:
1. Reauthorize and increase funding for the discretionary Wildlife Crossings Pilot Program (WCPP).
2. Maintain Wildlife-Vehicle Collision Reduction Measures as eligible expenses across federal programs.
3. Preserve existing bipartisan reporting, research, and training provisions.
4. To the extent possible, make maintenance of wildlife infrastructure eligible for federal funding.
5. Allow flexibility for wildlife infrastructure in Emergency Relief projects.

As Montana state legislators, we see wildlife-vehicle collisions, and the resulting costs, every day. We also see
the vast potential of wildlife crossings to save lives, save money, and sustain Montana’s outdoor heritage. We
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respectfully request reinstatement of the rescinded $63 million 2023 Neighborhood Access and Equity grant
funds awarded to the CSKT. We thank the Department for its leadership on this issue and strongly encourage
permanent wildlife-vehicle collision reduction programs within the U.S. Department of Transportation and
within the Department’s FY 2026-2030 Strategic Plan.

Respectf

Senator Russ Tempel Presidirig Officer

Representative Chip Fitzpatrick, Vice Presiding Officer
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