EXECUTIVE ACTION

If the hearings do not use all the allotted
meeting time, the committee may go into
executive session to review the information it
gathered and discuss recommendations.

The executive session is open to the public
and you are welcome to observe, but

the audience is not permitted to join the
discussion.

During the executive session, committee
members may express their views on the bill,
propose and adopt or reject amendments,
and finally take a recorded vote for a
recommendation of moving forward with the
bill or not.

Executive action for a bill may be taken in the
same meeting as the hearing, but most often
happens at a later meeting.

COMMITTEE HEARINGS

The key events in a bill's legislative life are
the hearings before committees. Citizens may
communicate personally with legislators at
any time about any bill, but the committee
hearing is the occasion when an individual
may publicly state approval or opposition or
suggest changes to a bill.

All committee hearings are open to the
public with the meeting information provided
on the legislative branch Committee Explorer,
committees.legmt.gov, or by calling

(406) 444-4800 during session.

COMMITTEE ROOM ACCESS

You may enter a legislative meeting room
at any time, even if the door is closed or
a hearing is taking place. The common
standards of courtesy and respect apply;
enter quietly if a meeting is in progress.

DON’T GET STAGE FRIGHT

Whether or not this is your first time participating in

the legislative process by providing comment before a
committee, you might feel some nerves. Take a deep
breath. Remember every citizen has a right to speak and
legislators are elected to represent citizens like you.

Don't be intimidated by the hearing process. Keep in
mind the process is to gather all pertinent information
so that the committee can make an informed
recommendation.

Your statement will be heard by a committee of
legislators and your opinion will be considered. Don't
miss your chance to talk.

PRESS COVERAGE

Because committee meetings are open, news media
may be present. Your statements may be quoted, or you
may appear on television. Additionally, many meetings
are broadcast by MPAN, the legislative branch's
broadcasting service. MPAN may distribute the televised
proceedings to various Montana local access and public
television stations, cable providers, and they will stream
online at streaming.legmt.gov.

All legislative committee meetings that take place at
the Capitol are broadcast live online through streaming
video. On-demand archives of video recordings are
available shortly after the meeting on the legislative
branch Media Explorer, media.legmt.gov.

PAID LOBBYISTS MUST REGISTER

If you are paid to support or oppose legislation, you

must be licensed as a lobbyist by the Commissioner of
Political Practices, which requires paying a fee.

HAVING YOUR
SAY IN

MONTANA’S
LEGISLATIVE
PROCESS

IT’S YOUR RIGHT

The constitutions of the United States and

of the state of Montana ensure every citizen
the right to speak on public issues and to be
heard by officials at each level of government.
The Montana Legislature extends that right to
any bill (which includes resolutions).

Montana'’s Legislature functions in an open
atmosphere. After full consideration and with
comments and advice from the public, every
vote by committee and by either chamber
must be voted in public.
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FIND A COMMITTEE

KNOW THE COMMITTEE

Before the meeting, it's helpful to know
who you'll be speaking to. Committee
members are appointed before the
legislative session, and rosters are
available on committees.legmt.gov.

The Speaker of the House or the
Committee on Committees of the Senate
designates the committee presiding
officer who conducts the meeting and
applies the rules of the Legislature. The
vice presiding officer, who presides in the
absence of the presiding officer, is also
designated. Both the presiding officer and
vice presiding officer are members of the
party holding a majority of seats in the
chamber the committee represents.

A staff person from one of the legislative
divisions is assigned to each committee
to provide professional assistance. Each
committee also has a secretary or clerk
to provide minutes and perform clerical
functions. The video recording of the
meeting is the official record.

READ THE BILL

To ensure that you are effective and
prepared when testifying, read the bill
before your appearance.

You can read, track, and download bills
for free online at bills.legmt.gov. Because
amendments may change the language
of a bill at any stage of its lifecycle, be
sure you are referring to the latest version.

Each committee of the House and Senate is assigned to a meeting room in the Capitol. Occasionally, a hearing that is expected to attract a large
crowd may be moved to a larger venue; these changes are noted on hearing schedules and notices are placed outside the regular meeting
rooms. The time and place of every committee meeting is posted several days in advance on the legislative branch Committee Explorer,
committees.legmt.gov. You can also call or visit the Legislative Information Desk, located in the Capitol's 1st floor lobby, phone (406) 444-4800.

HOW COMMITTEE MEETINGS WORK

Because the committee often holds multiple bill hearings per meeting, the presiding officer allots time for
proponents and opponents of each bill and reserves time for committee members' questions. The order of bills is
at the presiding officer’s discretion.

Seating in committee rooms is limited, so plan to arrive early. You may be asked to wait in the hallway. There are
monitors outside each room so you know when to enter. Sign the witness sheet for the committee record and list
the bill number that you're interested in, and whether you are a proponent or opponent.

The hearing allows you to speak before the committee takes any action. Inquire if other persons plan to present
testimony similar to yours. If so, the committee will appreciate your effort to coordinate testimony to eliminate time-
consuming redundancy. You may testify in person or remotely on any bill. If you would like to testify remotely, visit
participate.legmt.gov to sign up. Be aware of the registration deadlines and instructions.

At a hearing with many witnesses, lack of time may prevent all individuals from testifying. In that case, you may
be asked to state only your name and whether you are a proponent or opponent. You can always submit written
testimony on a bill or to the committee online at participate.legmt.gov, even if you are not given the opportunity
to speak due to time constraints. At a highly-attended hearing, proponents or opponents may designate one or
several representatives who share their viewpoints.

The hearing opens with the bill's sponsor explaining its purpose and background. Statements are requested from
proponents, followed by opponents. When your turn to testify comes, address the presiding officer and committee
members and identify yourself with your name, hometown, occupation, affiliation, or other information that shows
your acquaintance with the subject. Be specific, confine your remarks to the bill subject, and clearly indicate your
reasons for supporting or opposing the bill.

You may provide a written copy of your testimony to committee members and the committee secretary or clerk.
It is helpful if you provide sufficient copies for each committee member plus two for the staff. You can also upload
your testimony electronically, regardless of whether you testify remotely, at participate.legmt.gov.

Public copiers are not available at the Capitol, so you should make copies ahead of time. However, do not let lack
of a written statement prevent you from testifying.

QUESTIONS FROM A COMMITTEE

After both proponents and opponents speak, the presiding officer allows committee members to ask questions. If
you are called upon, respond directly, but remember that only committee members are allowed to ask questions

and that you may speak only when called on by the presiding officer. When committee members conclude their
questions, the sponsor makes a closing statement to end the hearing on that bill.




